
causing

havoc

white

blanket
animals

causing
ground.Hampshire

 gar-vulnerable
cover.

Shrubs,

and

ornamentaldormant,
but

lower

stems
can

food

sources
wildlife.
Snow

provides

insulation,
small

mammals
undetected.culprits:

(also

known
as

mice)

are

small

build

networks
tunnels

under

They

feed
on

and

bark
of

shrubs.

When

bases
of

trees,

the

nutrient
weaken

trees
sub-

winter,

because
other

food
are

gnaw
_

bark
bushes.
This

or

kill

orna-

beds.
How
to

manage
this
sit-

uation:By

reducing
dense

ground
cover
and

leaf
lit-

ter-
it

can

make
it

less
at-

tractive
for

voles.
Hardware
cloth
can
be

placed
around
shrubs
or

tree

bases
to

protect
against

girdling
or

chewing.
Raised
beds,

gravel

borders,
and

limiting
deep

mulch
can

discourage
tun-

neling.
For

perennials
and

bulbs,

protective
cages
can

prevent
root

disturbance

while

allowing
_

healthy

spring
growth.

Deer

Browsing
Deer

browse
heavily
in

winter
where
woody
plants

are

among
the

few

avail-

able

food

sources.
They

commonly
target

arborvi-

tae,

yews,
fruit

trees,
and

many

ornamental
shrubs

like

forsythia.
Repeat-

ed

browsing
can

deform

young
trees
and

strip
ever-

greens
of

essential
foliage,

reducing
vigor
in

spring.

snowfall
or

during
end
of

the

season

warming
peri-

ods.

The

smell
of

the

prod-

ucts
is

certainly
not

pleas-

ant
but
is

effective!
Salt
and

wind

damage

In

the

Littleton
area

(USDA
Zones
3

-4)

winter

damage
to

shrubs
and
pe-

rennials
is

often

caused
by

desiccating
winds
and

road

salt

exposure.
Cold

winter

winds
are

really

harmful
to

broadleaf
evergreens
such

as

boxwood,
rhododen-

dron,
and

hollies.
When

the

ground
is

frozen,
plant

roots
can’t

replace
mois-

ture

lost

through
leaves.

Cold

winds
pull

moisture

from

foliage
and
can

lead

to

winter
burn.
That
is

seen

as

browning
or

bleached

patches
on

leaf

surfaces

and

tips.

Arborvitae,
yew,

and

dwarf
Alberta
spruce

may

show

needle
brown-

ing.
Salt

damage
is

common

near

roadsides
or

where

salt

was

applied
on

walk-

ways.

Evergreen
needles

may

brown
and

have
stunt-




